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Griffin: The WSU Libraries Catalog

What is Griffin?
e  Griffin is the Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC) for The Washington State University Libraries.
e  Use Griffin to find resources available through the WSU Libraries such as:

books magazines newspapers videotapes DVD's e-books
journals sound recordings printed music CD's maps music scores
Accessing Griffin

e Griffin is an open-access library catalog which is freely accessible through the WSU Libraries website. Go to
www.wsulibs.wsu.edu and click on the Griffin tab at the top of the screen.
e To locate Griffin directly point your browser to http://griffin.wsu.edu/search~.
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Keyword Searching Tips:

Keyword Searching is the most general form of searching and will
\ retrieve the most results from Griffin Catalog. Keyword searching
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Use the “Advanced Button” to find additional options to select
specific languages, locations (Education, Holland, Owen etc..),
material types (printed materials, manuscripts, maps, etc...), or date
ranges.
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Scroll down on the
“Advanced  Keyword
Search” page to view
the search tips screen to
help you focus your
keyword searching.

v" Most of the time patrons will leave the pull-down menus set to the default and simply enter their keyword terms.



Subject Heading Searches:

Using the Subject Heading selection from the pull-down menu will help you locate books listed under Library of Congress

Subject Headings.

Please note:

v Subject Heading searches may not retrieve as many results as a keyword search, since specific Library of Congress
language is necessary.

v The best way to utilize the Subject Heading search option is to locate a few relevant books from a keyword search and
then click on the subject headings to locate other relevant books on the particular topic.

Journals, Magazines and Newspapers Searches:

Using the second pull-down menu will help you locate
Journals, Magazines and Newspapers. You can also use
this option to search for e-resources, e-journals, and e-

books or any of the other options listed.
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“title” from the first pull-down menu instead of

“keyword.”

v'Be sure to read the Griffin record carefully when searching for journals, magazines and newspapers. Some
publications, while still in existence, have been cancelled from WSU’s subscription lists. Articles from these
cancelled publications will need to be retrieved through an Interlibrary Loan or Article Reach. Information about
Interlibrary Loans can be found at: http://www.wsulibs.wsu.edu/general/illfront.htm.

v Some publications may be only available in electronic format. The link to these publications are located near the top

of the Griffin record.

This pull-down menu will also allow you to search for media materials and resources from the other WSU Campuses.

Please note: If you are looking for articles on a particular topic, click on the “Articles” button to be redirected to the
Article Indexes and E-Journals page to search a specific database.
»  Griffin will only locate publication titles, not specific articles within a publication.
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Getting Books: Griffin and Summit

Use the “Log In” button to create an account
to set up lists, alerts, rate books and more...
Check for course reserves by selecting
“Course Reserves.”

View Griffin tutorials if you need assistance
with searches, understanding Griffin terms
etc...

Click the Search Summit Libraries link to use
the Orbis-Cascade consortial catalog. These
materials take three days to arrive at WSU, but
are freely available to WSU students, faculty
and staff. For more information about Summit
go to the library guide called Finding and
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